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WE APPRECIATE OUR MEMBERS!
by: Christina Weeks, President and Interim Director of Communications

June 10, 2008 was our annual “Member
Appreciation” dinner which is one of our most
enjoyable meetings of the year. It is much more
casual and we get a chance to talk to each other
more than usual. Additionally this is a meeting
where we highlight one of
our Community Service

projects. This year we again held a supply drive for the
Genesis Shelter. Genesis is a wonderful place that we
love supporting. For more information on the shelter
and its services go to: http://www.genesisshelter.com.

We once again thank our sponsors Hire Counsel
(sponsor of the new member mixer), Legal Eagle, Inc.,
Special Counsel and West Court Reporting Services,
for helping make this event possible.

If you were there you know that many of our board members spoke and
shared with us several of the benefits of being an active GAP member. Here
are some of the highlights:

• Social events!
• PACE scholarships and study

groups
• New CLE opportunities on the

horizon
• Fun and fulfilling Community

Service projects
• Become a mentor
• Win fun and useful door prizes

For more information on these and
all the other great reasons why you should be a proud and active member of
GAP go to: www.gaparlegals.org.
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Community Service
News and Opportunities

Jenny Manzer
GAP’s Community Service Coordinator

Atlanta Legal Aid - Support the Legal
Community

The Atlanta Legal Aid Society
(“Atlanta Legal Aid”) recently
launched its annual campaign. As you
may know, Atlanta Legal Aid provides civil legal services to
the very low-income population (less than 125% of the federal
poverty level) in Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Fulton and Gwinnett
counties in Georgia.

Since 1982, Atlanta Legal Aid has assisted over 350,000
people, primarily on cases related to housing, family and senior
issues. The annual fundraising campaign is the second largest
source of funding for

Atlanta Legal Aid, following an annual grant from the Legal
Services Corporation.  Ninety cents of every dollar donated to
Atlanta Legal Aid goes directly to program services. Only ten
percent of the budget is allocated to administration. Atlanta
Legal Aid can only serve around 50% of the eligible clients
who call each year because of limited resources.

Atlanta Legal Aid work in 2007 included:
• Protecting over 400 people against family violence;
• Obtaining over $1 million in ongoing support in family

law cases;
• Helping about 1,300 people maintain housing;
• Preserving more than $2.5 million in equity for over 100

homeowners; and
• Protecting over 200 people from unlawful debt and saving

consumers more than $1.7 million.

If you would like to support the campaign, contact Angie
Tacker at 404-614-3922 or ajtacker@atlantalegalaid.org.

To learn more about Atlanta Legal Aid, you may view the
2007 Annual Report online at www.atlantalegalaid.org. We
hope that you will consider a personal contribution at any level
this year to help Atlanta Legal Aid.

Scroll to page 8 for  more
Community News and Oppoprtunities
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Research is a vital part of every legal case. From performing background checks on witnesses and jury
selections to obtaining direct access to court information and personnel, accuracy is the key to success. The
Internet offers a vast amount of free information, readily available at the click of the mouse. How accurate is
the information the Internet provides? How reliable and up-to-date is it? When the outcome of your case
depends on timeliness and the understanding of complex issues, how willing are you to risk being misinformed?
The concerns that arise with Internet accuracy can pose serious complications to the progress and outcome of
your case. Accurate information is always critical. Though it may be a quick, free resource, the Internet
cannot always guarantee accuracy.

The beauty of publishing information online vs. in print is that information can be changed, edited and
updated just as fast as a programmer’s fingers can type. Yet, how heavily can one rely on Internet information
to be current? Just as any other information source, the Internet must be held accountable and challenged.
When researching online, it is important to pay special attention to copyright dates and “last updated” notations.
Always inquire with the “Contact Us” or webmaster through email addresses to question the accuracy and
timeliness of the material.

Mariposa Publishing, provider of legal directories for over 30 years, can testify to the benefits and downfalls
of using the Internet as a research tool. According to Doug Walburg, publisher at Mariposa Publishing, “The
World Wide Web has greatly affected the legal publishing industry during the past five years. Internet search
engines provide convenience and accessibility to court and government details that are found in Mariposa’s
Attorney’s/Paralegal’s/ Secretary’s Handbooks and eBooks, but the demand for our products remains high

WHAT’S YOUR SOURCE?
by: Mariposa Publishing

(continued on page 15)
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REGION III UPDATE
by: Karen Prouty, RP, NFPA Primary

NFPA 2008 Paralegal Scholarships
The National Federation of Paralegal Associations, Inc., in conjunction with Thomson West, is pleased

to award two scholarships totaling $5,000. Scholarships of $3,500 and $1,500 will be presented at the
2008 NFPA Annual Convention in Rogers, Arkansas, to be held from October 9, 2008 through October 12,
2008. Thomson West will provide a travel stipend for the two award recipients so that they may receive
their awards at the NFPA Annual Convention.

The applicant must be a part-time or full-time currently enrolled student or accepted student in an
accredited paralegal education program or college level program with emphasis in paralegal studies. They
must demonstrate they have maintained a “B” average. Selection will be based upon scholastic excellence,
participation in campus and paralegal program leadership activities, community service, and review of the
writing sample. Proven need for financial assistance may be considered. NFPA membership is not a
requirement. Entries must be postmarked on or before August 4, 2008. For more information go to: http:/
/www.paralegals.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=13

As an Association Member of the National Federation of Paralegal Associations,
GAP is a member of Region III.  Our region is made up of associations from Michigan,
Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Florida.
Some of you may remember meeting our Region Director, Mary McKay, RP, CLA at
our February dinner meeting. Each region meets twice a year.  Our most recent meeting
was May 16-17 in Nashville, Tennessee, hosted by the Middle Tennessee Paralegal
Association (“MTPA”).  I attended the meeting as GAP’s Primary representative.

We started with MTPA’s regular lunch meeting at the law firm of Waller,
Lansden, Dortch & Davis, LLP.   Reverend Edwin Clifton Sanders II spoke on the
inspirational topic of how every small encounter in our daily lives creates infinite

possibilities.  After the regular meeting a CLE on E-Discovery was presented by Laura
Hale, a Litigation Support Specialist at the Nashville Office of Baker Donelson Bearman,
Caldwell & Berkowitz, P.C.  The CLE was very informative and related to issues paralegals
are addressing regarding discovery of information from different technological mediums.
Later Region III meeting attendees enjoyed a dinner cruise on the General Jackson.

On Saturday, it was down to business.  During the meeting we covered information
regarding the Leadership/Regulation Conference and how to plan a conference.  There was
a presentation by video from the Arkansas Paralegal Association which is hosting the
National Convention in October.  I gave a short presentation regarding the Paralegal

Advanced Competency Exam and we spoke about issues facing each member association such as obtaining
CLE credit from NFPA for CLE events and how associations can raise non-dues funds.

Serving you on the Board of Directors of GAP has been very rewarding and I would like to thank you
all for giving me the opportunity to serve.  I did not realize when volunteering to serve on the Board that I
would have opportunities to meet paralegals from all over the country. Because GAP is such a large association,
we are often tapped by smaller associations for our knowledge and experience as an association.  It is also
very humbling to see what small associations are able to accomplish with fewer people and resources than we
enjoy in Georgia.  With your dedication, GAP will continue to be an important part of NFPA.  NFPA is the
Leader of the Paralegal Profession, and GAP is proud to be a charter member of this association.
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NFPA PACE Conference, Hosted
by GAP

This May, GAP hosted the National Federation of
Paralegal Associations’ 2008 PACE Ambassadors
Conference here in Atlanta.  Paralegals from associations
across the country attended the conference held at the
midtown office of Kilpatrick Stockton, LLP.

The conference consisted of presentations by myself,
K. Paezle´ Harris, RP, GAP PACE Ambassador; Ann Price,
RP, NFPA Vice President and Director of PACE; Debbi
Neal, RP, NFPA PACE Coordinator - Publicity; Vicki
Newman, RP, NFPA PACE Coordinator – Ambassadors;
and Anita Haworth, RP, NFPA President.

PACE NEWS
by: K. Paezle´Harris, RP, CLA, GAP PACE Ambassador

Many subjects were broached; however, the main
objective was to  determine how to achieve more
visibility for PACE. All of our speakers did a great
job providing information to help PACE
Ambassadors in their positions as promoters of
PACE.

We thank Kilpatrick Stockton, LLP for providing
the site and meals. We also thank IKON Document
Solutions for a great GAP-py Hour - we had a ball!
Last, but certainly not least, we applaud Merrill
Corporation for providing the conference manuals
with CDs to boot. All of our sponsors went over and
beyond - once again.

2008 NFPA PACE Conference
Dinner at Agatha’s

Two New RPs
I am pleased to announce that our two 2006 PACE

Scholarship recipients have passed the PACE exam!  Alice
Jordan Chow, RP and Elizabeth “Libby” Martinez, RP are
GAP’s most recent success stories thanks to Brown &
Gallo, LLC!  Alice and Libby will be pinned by Brown &
Gallo at our December Dinner meeting.  Our 2007 PACE
Scholarship recipients have until the end of this year to
take the exam and we will be honoring them in 2009!

Alice Chow, RP

 

Libby Martinez, RP

2008 PACE Colorship Contest
This year’s 2008 GAP PACE Scholarship will be

sponsored by Brown & Gallo, LLC and is awarded at our
December dinner meeting.  Keep a look out for an E-News
that will link you to enter your name for a chance to win
this scholarship.  The requirements for entry will be:

1.You are a GAP member and
2.Meet the educational and experience requirements

to sit for the exam.

Additionally you will submit an essay in response to a
particular question that will be judged by NFPA/non-GAP
members.  Good luck!

If you are a PACE Registered Paralegal, please contact
me ASAP.  I will need your bio and picture for the GAP
website RP section . . . Coming Soon!

If you are interested in forming a PACE Study Group,
contact me at 404-269-7898 or Paezle.Harris@cox.com.
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2008 GAP CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Aug. 2 Paralegal Training
Symposium
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
State Bar of Georgia

Aug. 12 GAP Dinner Meeting
Speaker: David Schultz,
Finance
Sponsors: OPEN

Aug. 22 GAP’s 35th
Anniversary Party!
Fernbank / Martinis at
Imax food and drinks
provided
Event Tickets: $15.00 for
GAP Members; $20.00 for
Non-Members
Check the GAP website
for details and to register
for the event!

Anthony’s Restaurant • 3109 Piedmont Rd • 5:00 cocktails • 6:00 dinner

UPCOMING COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS
September 2008 (date to be confirmed) - PAWS Atlanta 4th Annual Fall Flea Ball (assist with on-site
coordination of fundraising event)
October 25, 2008 - American Cancer Society Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk (join team
GAP!)
November 8, 2008 - Atlanta Legal Aid Run for Justice (register participants and monitor course)
December 9, 2008 - Toys for Tots (toy drive at annual GAP holiday party)

Bernard Smith

212.545.5932

bsmith@alm.com

ADDITIONAL FEATURES INCLUDE:

Legal Staffing
Just Became Easier

Cassandra Harkness

404.419.2824

charkness@alm.com

Oct. 7 GAP Dinner Meeting
Speaker: Thomas
Dickson, Special
Education Law
Sponsors: OPEN

Dec. 9 11th Annual GAP
Holiday Party
Sponsors: OPEN
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Engaging in Pro Bono Work??
If you are a paralegal engaging in pro bono work,

GAP’s pro bono committee would love to hear from
you.  What projects are you involved in?  What drives
you with this project?  Why is it important for you to
engage in pro bono work?  Let us know why you do
pro bono work and what you enjoy about it.  Heck,
you can even tell us what you dislike about it!  You
may be spotlighted in an upcoming e-news or
newsletter for your pro bono participation.  Please
contact Michael Misenheimer
atlantaparalegal@gmail.com if you have an interest.

Share a Pro Bono Project
Opportunity

GAP’s pro bono committee reaches out to various
organizations in an attempt to create opportunities
for members. If you are involved with a pro bono
opportunity that you feel is something GAP members
could get involved with, please let us know.  We are
a small group and Atlanta is huge. We welcome and
encourage your assistance in developing great pro
bono opportunities for our wonderful members!

Lambda Legal Pro Bono
Opportunity

Lambda Legal, a national organization pursuing
high-impact litigation, public education and advocacy
on behalf of equality and civil rights for lesbians, gay
men, bisexuals, transgender people and people with
HIV, is currently seeking paralegals and\or paralegal
students to assist with the following:

• File Reorganization/Labeling;
• Calling to Update Cooperating Attorney  and

Resource Database Entries; and
• Assistance with setting up CLE classes in

various states

Lambda Legal is flexible with when volunteers
can assist so long as it is during regular business
hours.  You can commit as much or as little time as
you would like.

Truancy Intervention Project Pro
Bono Opportunity

Join the Truancy Intervention Project in the fight
against school failure and make a difference in a
child’s life today!

The Truancy Intervention Project (TIP) is a
fifteen-year-old program of the Atlanta Bar
Foundation whose mission is to serve children and
families at the court and school levels that are in
violation of the Georgia Compulsory School
Attendance Law. TIP provides advocacy and other
resources to Georgia children and their families to
prevent school failure.

The volunteer is an advocate on behalf of the
child’s best interest. The volunteer works with the
children and their families to provide the necessary
guidance and resources to help ensure their attendance
and success in school. A training session will be held
later in the year.  To ensure you are updated on the
training dates, please contact Michael Misenheimer,
GAP’s Director of Pro Bono at (404) 589-1832 or
atlantaparalegal@gmail.com.

GAP strongly supports the pro bono precepts
espoused by the National Federation of Paralegals and
encourages all paralegals to aspire to NFPA’s goal of
twenty-four hours of pro bono service annually per
paralegal.  If you are engaging in pro bono work,
please remember to complete the NFPA Hours
Reporting Form and send to Michael Misenheimer,
Director of Pro Bono, via facsimile at (404) 589-1833
or via email at atlantaparalegal@gmail.com.

PRO BONO NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES
by: Michael Misenheimer, Director of Pro Bono
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Community Service News and Opportunities
by: Jenny Manzer, GAP’s Community Service Coordinator

Discovery Program at Belmont Hills Elementary

Member Kendrah Mathews
tutoring student at

Discovery Program at
Belmont Hills Elementary.

Scroll to page 11 for  more
Community News and Opportunities



9

GAP ANNOUNCEMENTS
2009 GAP Board of Directors

Statement of Interest forms for the 2009 Board of Directors
will be available online in August. The deadline for submission of
your statement of interest is October 15, 2008. While there are a
few open positions currently, all positions can be contested,
including President. All applicants please plan to attend our
November 4, 2008 board meeting at 6:30 pm. We would like for
you to meet the current board of directors and attend a board
meeting where you will see what our meetings are like and you
will have the opportunity to ask any questions you might have
about being a board member. For information about GAP Board
of Directors positions please go to: http://www.gaparalegals.org/
boardvolunteer.html, and please feel free to email our President,
Chrissy Weeks at gap_president@bellsouth.net.

Lifelong Learning
The Emory Center for Lifelong Learning’s Paralegal Program

is hosting a roundtable discussion series. The remaining dates for
2008 are: Saturday, 8/23 between 9am-12pm, Friday, 11/7 between
9am-12pm, and Tuesday, 12/2 between 6pm-9pm.

The roundtables are always fun for both students
and paralegals.  The students get to ask questions of experienced
paralegals. We need 3-5 paralegals in different areas of law (law
firm, in-house, government, litigation, transactional, criminal, etc.)
for each discussion group. If you have at least one year of paralegal
experience and would like to be participate in the Emory Paralegal
Roundtables, please contact Nola Sayne, Student Member
Coordinator at nsayne@seyfarth.com. 

Paralegals in the Military
Check out the new Paralegals in the Military page on the NFPA

website and remember to thank a soldier or veteran for their selfless
sacrifices for our comfort.

http://www.paralegals.org
displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=1005

Please Welcome the Two
Newest Associations to Join
NFPA!

The Korean American Paralegal Association of California -
Howard Lee, Incorporator

The South Florida Paralegal Association, Inc. - Lisa Vessel,
President

Lorman Education Services
Offers Discount

www.lorman.com/partner/GAP/
Discount Code:  J3301036

GAP has teamed up with Lorman Education Services, a
provider of continuing education seminars for paralegals in the
United States and Canada, to provide our members with a 10%
discount off of all Lorman seminars, teleconferences, books and
other materials.  Lorman seminars present the latest information
to keep paralegals updated on the laws and regulations that are
critical to their organization’s success. Lorman offers a vast array
of seminars that meet the needs of many industry professionals
with various experience levels. Lorman seminars allow you to fulfill
your continuing education requirements, while meeting your
training needs.  Lorman  also offers  a wide variety of CDs and
manuals in the Lorman Bookstore if a full day seminar doesn’t fit
your needs.  This partnership is a great opportunity for paralegals
to learn from professionals in the field, at a price you can better
afford.

NFPA’s Online CLE Needs You!!
As you may have already noticed, NFPA’s online CLE website

has grown.  We have added numerous seminars presented by AIPS,
along with our own seminars.  However, we need to continue to
grow!!  We need writers!!

Consider this an official invitation to be an integral part of
NFPA’s online CLE website!!  Members who have taught Paralegal
courses, participated in conducting CLE seminars online or in-
person, or anyone who always wanted to write on a subject of
expertise, share that knowledge with other members and non-
member paralegals nationwide!  We want our list of available
seminars to grow, so any legal topic is welcome.

How do you get started?  It’s easy!  Contact Amy Frohwirth
(apfrohwirth@bryantstratton.edu) for a copy of the official
Online CLE Guidelines.  Then simply submit your draft materials
to Amy for review.  Once complete and posted, you will earn up to
12 CLE credits for writing your seminar (4 credits for every contact
hour of an online CLE seminar).  Pass this information on to your
membership!

So what do you say?  Help out NFPA’s online CLE website!! 
Be a writer …. start today!!!
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WELCOME NEW GAP MEMBERS!

Active Members
Deborah Badigian

Pamela Bratton
Laurie H. Davis
Pamela Grimes

Maria L. McAliece
Elizabeth S. Myers

Kimberly Snoddy-George

Fields Howell Athans
McLaughlin

Patricia Arnold
Pamela F. Bader
Nickole L. Baker
Jakie A. Hogan

Gomel & Davis LLP
Sharon Dooley

King & Spalding LLP
Jeff Balcita
Semi Lee

Rhea Rajkumar
Kalprina R. Williams

Office of the Fulton Co.
Attorney

Carmen Anita Sylvester

Abrams Davis Mason
& Long LLC

Tracy L. Murray

Kearse & Associates PC
Miranda W. Jenkins

Dennis Corry Porter & Smith
Karen Moore

Attorneys Personal
Services Inc.

Elizabeth Charles Smith

First Capital
Sarah C. Bradley

Deponex
Linda Gometz

Silverton Bank, NA
Suzanne W. Fulton

Morgan Stanley
Wanda F. Davis

Lazega & Johanson
Raquel Terrell-Lovett

Catlin, Inc.
Rachel Witkiewicz

Harland Clarke Corporation
Kirsten Manns-Wilborn

Sustaining Members
Smith Currie & Hancock LLP

Izel Fortunato
Carla Kingston
Lynn Sumpter

Legal Technology Services
Melanie Bishop

Bob Poston

Miller & Martin PLLC
Kris Marrett
Gail Bisbee

StudentMembers
Johanna M. Dean

Adia Fields
Tamika Gemes

Helen Hammons
Avaree T. McNeill

Cynthia Moss

Linda Palmer-Cornwell
DeLoris J. Person

Roy Preston
Sid Quinn

Marion Risinger
Ellen Wright

GAP DIRECTORY IS GOING ELECTRONIC!

WATCH YOUR E-MAIL FOR MORE INFORMATION!
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i’d like to know

before i take a job.
what i’m getting into

how do I find out about

local firms?

THAT’S WHAT WE DO, EVERY DAY.® Special Counsel, the leading provider of legal staffing services nationwide, is 
a resource not only for attorneys, but also for paralegals, legal secretaries, and other legal support professionals. 
Our nationwide offices and network of connections within local legal communities can help you get your foot in 
the door at a job that’s perfect for you—in almost any city and at every stage of your career. Call us today. 

(404) 872-6672
(800) 737-3436
specialcounsel.com

GAP’S CONTINUING PARTNERNSHIP WITH THE
GENESIS SHELTER

GAP has been very fortunate to continue our
partnership with The Genesis Shelter with our annual
donation drive at our June 2008 dinner meeting.  Our
members once again stepped up and donated diapers,
clothing, school supplies, and other items, as well as
almost $400 in monetary donations.  Thank you to
all who participated!

The Genesis Shelter mission is to provide an
environment that allows homeless newborns to grow
and develop in a nurturing and healthy surrounding.
They also enable homeless families to remain together
and create participatory community in which parents

Community Service News and Opportunities
by: Jenny Manzer, GAP’s Community Service Coordinator

have the opportunity to live with their children in
privacy and with dignity.  In empowering families to
achieve greater self-sufficiency, Genesis “A New Life”
recognizes individual family needs and provides the
resources to meet those needs.

The vision of Genesis is to enable the families of
homeless newborns to move from homelessness to
self-sufficiency by making a range of services
available.  Genesis seeks to provide services that are
comprehensive and these services whether provided
by Genesis or through collaboration include
counseling, support, education, mental health, child
development, aftercare and transitional programs.

Scroll to page 13 for  more
Community News and Opportunities
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2008 NFPA
REGULATION AND LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

by: Tenitra Adams, Director of Membership

At the 2008 NFPA Regulation and Leadership
Conference hosted by the Indiana Paralegal
Association (IPA) I was excited to hear about the
progress other associations made regarding
regulation in their respective states.  For those who
may not be familiar with regulation, many
proponents of the regulation of paralegals believe
that regulation would clarify their roles within law
firms, provide consumers with assurance that
paralegals performing substantive roles are
qualified to do so, and would restrict the use of the
title “Paralegal” to prevent those who are
unqualified from using the title.

There are currently four forms of regulation:
Accreditation, Registration, Certification, and
Licensure (limited, restricted, and specialty).
Accreditation is a voluntary process by which an
agency or organization recognizes a program of
study as meeting predetermined qualifications or
standards; Registration may be voluntary or
mandatory; Certification is voluntary and often
obtained and regulated by some non-governmental
association; and Licensure is governed by a branch
of government.

Several States have adopted the regulation of
paralegals but each State has a different standard
as to what their regulation would entail.  For
example, Florida recently passed legislation which
recognizes registered paralegals (those who take and
pass the PACE exam) while Delaware has a

voluntary certification program through paralegal
associations which allows for a combination of
experience and education.

There were several speakers who articulated the
need to have some type of regulation in place to
protect the public as well as the legal profession
from individuals who choose to use the title of
paralegal to make themselves appear to have
knowledge and skills that they may not have.

One of the most common hurdles to obtaining
regulation is many paralegals within their respective
states are not unified on the idea of regulation.
Before even beginning the process, an organization,
association or majority of paralegals must be unified
in their want to become regulated.  Another hurdle
is that the national paralegals associations (NFPA,
NALA, NALS and AAP) each have different values
and objectives.

GAP currently has not taken a stance on
regulation.  I believe this is partly because we are a
member driven organization and our members are
not unified on the idea of regulation.

Although Georgia currently does not have any
legislation in place to regulate paralegals, I think it
is something that should be considered.  There may
be several hurdles to overcome in seeking regulation
but ultimately I believe our profession would benefit
from it.

UPCOMING NFPA EVENTS

Oct. 9-12 NFPA Annual Convention - Runnin’ Wild in Arkansas 08
Rogers, AR
For  a complete listing of NFPA events and CLE opportunities go to:
http://www.paralegals.org/calendar.cfm
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Parkwood Farms

Atlanta Community Food Bank

Atlanta Community Food Bank
GAP Volunteers and Representative

GAP Volunteer Aaron Alter at
Atlanta Community Food Bank

Community Service News and Opportunities
by: Jenny Manzer, GAP’s Community Service Coordinator

Parkwood Farms GAP volunteers, CEO/owner
Marilyn Peterson, and one of the beautiful

horses used for hippotherapy.

 
Hard at
work!

 

Even our fearless leader, Chrissy Weeks,
is willing to get her hands dirty!

See the GAP event’s calendar on page 6 for upcoming Community Service events.
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2008 NFPA CONVENTION
Approximately 200 of the nation’s top paralegals

will be descending upon Northwest Arkansas
beginning on October 8, 2008, John Q. Hammonds
Center at Embassy Suites in Rogers, Arkansas.

ArPA (Arkansas Paralegal AssociationTM) is
proudly hosting the 2008 National Federation of
Paralegal Associations, Inc. (NFPA) Annual
Convention and Seminars.  Since 1974 NFPA has
proactively supported the growth and expanded role
of paralegals nationally.  The lineup of distinguished
speakers lends the opportunity for excellent learning
experiences for paralegals. Continuing legal
education hours through NFPA, NALA, and NALS
is pending.  Segments include topics relating to
general paralegal knowledge, enhanced writing and
research skills,  meeting juror expectations,
profitability and the proper use of paralegals,
investigation matters, the paralegal role in intellectual
property, and more!

ArPA will also introduce Justice Annabelle
Clinton-Imber, speaking at our Friday Luncheon!
Justice Clinton-Imber has been an Associate Justice
with the Arkansas Supreme Court since 1997.  Justice
Clinton-Imber served as the Chancery and Probate
Judge for Perry and Pulaski Counties from 1989-1996
before being elected to the Arkansas Supreme Court. 
She was appointed Circuit Judge for Pulaski and Perry
counties by former Governor Bill Clinton in 1984. 
Prior to joining the bench, she was a practicing
attorney with Wright, Lindsay & Jennings in Little
Rock, Arkansas. 

Justice Clinton-Imber graduated magna cum
laude from Smith College in Northampton,
Massachusetts.  She received her Juris Doctor in 1977
from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock School
of Law where she was a Comments Editor on the Law
Review.  From 1989 to 1994, Justice Clinton-Imber
also attended the National Judicial College in Reno,
Nevada.

Justice Clinton-Imber is currently serving as the
Committee on Rules of Civil Procedure of the
Supreme Court liaison and the Ad Hoc Committee
on the Foster Care and Adoption Assessment of the
Supreme Court liaison.  She has previously been

involved with such committees as the Arkansas
Judicial Discipline and Disability Commission as an
alternate member, the Continuing Legal Education
Board of the Supreme Court as a member and has
served the public interests through her involvement
in community organizations such as the YMCA of
Greater Little Rock and Pulaski County, Our House -
A Shelter for the Homeless, the UAMS Medical
Center - Department of Pastoral Care and Education,
and the Kiwanis Club of Little Rock, among many
others.  Justice Clinton-Imber has received many
awards including, most recently, the Arkansas
Business - Top 100 Women in Arkansas award (1995-
1998), the Worthen Arkansas Women of Distinction
award (1994) and the Arkansas Association of Women
Lawyers Judge of the Year Award in recognition of
outstanding service (1994). 

ArPA and NFPA will be hosting a train ride dinner
on fully restored dining cars (thanks to the great folks
at the Missouri-Arkansas Railroad). Dueling pianos
will be part of the Wednesday reception.  And of
course, there will be plenty of other networking
functions.  Paralegal students from the Northwest
Arkansas Community College and the University of
Arkansas - Ft. Smith will be volunteering throughout
the Convention.

You don’t want your paralegals, associates and
other legal staff to miss this superb educational
experience!

For more details, questions, sponsorship and
advertising opportunities or exhibitor information,
contact our 2008 Convention Host Coordinator,
Marilyn Clifton, at (501) 371-9903 or contact the
ArPA office at (501) 609-0404.   Information and
convention news are continually updated on the ArPA
website www.arkansasparalegal.org and the NFPA
website www.paralegals.org.

   ArPA Board of Directors:  Kelly S. Montgomery,
RP, President, Terri Vanlandingham, Vice President,
Paula Adams, RP, VP-Membership, Dee Dee Lantz,
RP, VP-CLE & PACE Ambassador, Marilyn Clifton,
Secretary, Maggie Haase, RP, Treasurer & Primary
Representative, Scott Foster, Secondary
Representative.
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because of the accuracy, convenience and reliability
of the information provided to our subscribers. And
above all, the information is organized and compiled
in ONE source, available in print or online through a
password-protected website.”

Legal directories are published to save legal
professionals time. Resourceful directories contain
court-related information with current and direct
access to court personnel on the federal, state, county
and municipal levels of government. Extensive
county information should detail court information,
along with judges, magistrates and county office
listings. Legal directories should provide tools such
as a city/county/zip code directory, calendars,
deadline and expiration date tables, a mileage table
and maps specifying counties, county seats and court
districts and divisions. Listings of hospitals, insurance
companies, libraries, correctional facilities and legal

WHAT’S YOUR SOURCE?
(continued from page 3)

services also make the
references more complete.

Though legal
directories rarely differ on
content, great differences
arise when it comes to
accuracy and reliability of
content. Every piece of information should be verified
with each edition. Content such as telephone numbers,
addresses (postal and email), personnel and filing fees
or courts costs can change daily. When choosing a
legal directory to assist you in your daily work, you
must choose one that is an accurate resource created
to save you time, and ultimately, money.

Attorneys, paralegals, legal secretaries and many
others benefit from the accuracy and reliability of
legal directories. In the April 2004 issue of The

Paragraph, Wendy DuMond wrote about the
Georgia Attorney’s/Paralegal’s/Secretary’s
Handbook, “This wonderful little handbook
contains all kinds of useful
information…Incidentally, if your office does
not have a copy of the handbook, try to persuade
your boss into getting one. It’s a real time-
saver.” Customer feedback is another important
component that publishers of legal directories
should consider. “We welcome and encourage
feedback from our customers. We feel the best
way to serve them is to hear the comments and
use the suggestions to better our publications,”
stated Walburg.

Paralegals need research tools that provide
timely, accurate information. With
technological advances occurring at a rapid
pace, there are numerous ways to find
information that is readily available with the
click of a mouse. Knowing how to verify the
accuracy and reliability of your information will
make your case stronger and your success
greater.

Article provided as a collaboration from the
team at Mariposa Publishing, if you have
questions about research or Mariposa please
contact info@mariposapublishing.com.

takes pleasure in announcing its 

GAP has been leading Geogia’s Paralegals since 1973.

We would like to thank the following sponsors for their support 
of our members and for sponsoring GAP’s 35th Anniversary Party.

Anniversary35th

eport
aily

eport
aily

Sicay-Perrow, Knighten, 
Bohan & Iqal P.C.

AUGUST 22, 2008
6 P.M.

FERNBANK’S MARTINIS & IMAX
For reservations go to www.gaparalegal.org
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2008 GAP-A-WAY, April 24-27
by: K. Paezle´ Harris, CLA, RP, GAP PACE Ambassador &

Kevin Fogle, GAP Vice President

April 2008, GAP members and friends went on our first GAP-A-WAY to beautiful Jamaica.  The flight
departed from Atlanta on a Thursday morning and the group was in Montego Bay by 11:30 AM.  A shuttle bus
transported us from the Montego Bay Airport to our final destination…Club Hotel RIU Negril!!  We were on
the beach with a refreshing beverage by 3:00 PM!

Between the swim-up bar, beach parties, beach volleyball,
and water aerobics (lead by SUPERMAN…the ladies will
remember him well!!), as well as opportunities to engage in water
sports and various exciting excursions, the days were spent with
much activity.  SO much activity, that some of us never made it
out at night; however, we are not calling any names!  (What goes
on in Jamaica stays in
Jamaica!)

The entire group
went on a shopping
excursion and to Rick’s
Café on Friday evening.

Rick’s Café is world famous and known for its cliff divers, which
grouped with the musically inclined dancing and singing Jamaican
Steel Band, great food, and beautiful sunset, made our time at Rick’s
Café extremely entertaining.

Overall, the food was plentiful and delicious, the rooms were
divine, and the company was terrific!  Being in Jamaica was refreshing, relaxing, rejuvenating, and exactly

what we as busy paralegals needed to recharge our
batteries.

For one price, which we were allowed to pay in
installments, we were able to enjoy a stress free trip with
unlimited food and drinks without having to open our
wallets unless we were tipping or buying souvenirs.

We hope you will make it to the 2009 GAP-
A-WAY next April.  Details will be sent via GAP
E-News within the next few months.  We expect
to have many paralegals from other associations
next year, but we want to make sure that GAP
has a big showing.  See you there!
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REGULATION OF PARALEGALS
WITHIN THE LOCAL LEGAL COMMUNITY

by: Edwina Bernita Robinson, Director of CLE and Bar Liason

Regulation of the Paralegal industry continues to
be a hot topic and one of much debate in the legal
community, even amongst Paralegals.  What would
regulation really mean to the Paralegal industry?
Well, as discussed at the Regulation Conference in
Indianapolis, Indiana, hosted by the Indiana Paralegal
Association (IPA) in April could possibly mean
anything we want.  Fan or not of regulation, it is a
topic that must be discussed if we are to take ourselves
seriously, and especially if we are expecting others
to take us seriously.

When you think about other “professionals” such
as Nurses, CPA’s, Licensed Contractors, and even
Court Reporters they all have something Paralegals
do not…regulation.  These “professionals” have a
means by which to prove they are qualified to do the
job they are hired to do and are deserving of the title
they use.

In the legal industry, this type of consideration is
not given to Paralegals.  So much so, that it is
inappropriate to capitalize the “p” in Paralegals
because it is not a proper noun. Paralegals, legal
assistants, legal secretaries and the like are often
grouped together.  Some firms have Paralegals while
other firms have legal assistants.  Some firms place
their own criteria on who they will hire to serve in a
Paralegal position, some firms apply the title liberally
as they see fit.  Is this a fair method by which to base
your career and also your life?  Should a Paralegal
with 10 years of experience be placed in the same
category as a secretary?  Whether they should or not,
they often are.  Because the state of Georgia does not
place any guidelines or regulation on who can use
the title, firms and companies of all sizes can
determine for themselves who gets to be a Paralegal.

While there are voluntary certification exams
Paralegals can take to bring distinction to their
position and afford them a title that is not bestowed
on everyone, these exams are not recognized by the
state of Georgia, nor many Georgia employers, as a
significant process in recognizing the professionalism
of a Paralegal.  For far too long, Paralegals have been
seen as those that cannot go to law school or those
waiting to go to law school.  While this could very
well be the case for some who choose to work as a
Paralegal, the greater percentage of Paralegals enter
into a career field that they choose to continue, as
would an attorney or a doctor.

Regardless of your personal feelings about
regulation, it is necessary to understand your own
value.  Your education, your experience and your
professionalism are things that are not shared by every
person who calls themselves a Paralegal.  Isn’t that
worth something to you?  This doesn’t mean that the
state needs to set guidelines for the specific type of
work Paralegals are allowed to do or delineate duties
amongst Paralegals or Attorneys, but the state and
Paralegals themselves must start some where.
Something as simple as deciding who can use the title,
“Paralegal,” or if that is even the preferred title at all
will take Paralegals a long way.  The first step is to
unify the industry.  If all Paralegals in the state of
Georgia are united under one title, recognized by the
state, we can then begin to make the more important
decisions.  Applying a professional title to our trade
will give us more respect and recognition in our
workplace, but we have to start somewhere.

If you are interested in learning more about
regulation within our field please contact either
myself, Edwina Bernita Robinson, GAP Director of
CLE and Bar Liason at GAP_CLE@live.com, or
Tenitra Adams, GAP Director of Membership at
Tenitra.Adams@ogletreedeakins.com.
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